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that the superintendent had threatened to give him his time
if he let on.

A few days later the same fireman showed him an article
in an Oakland newspaper which told how one of the former
coal-passers, whose place Jack had unwittingly taken, and
who had a wife and three children to feed, had killed himself
because he could not find work. Jack flung aside his shovel.

The result of this work orgy was to sicken him with
manual labour. Apparently a man had to be either a slave
or a vagabond; there was no visible middle ground. He was
young and strong and loved life. The call of adventure ran
wild in his blood. Wasn't it better to royster and frolic over
the world than break his fine young body on the wheel of
other people's greed ?

By the time he reached this conclusion, in April, 1894, the
amount of unemployment in the United States had grown to
staggering proportions. In Massillon, Ohio, Flora's birth-
place, a man by the name of Coxey was organising an army
of unemployed men to march on Washington and demand
that Congress issue $5,000,000 in greenbacks with which to
put men to work on the building of public roads. The
newspapers gave Coxey's Army of the Commonwealth so
much space that detachments sprang up spontaneously in a
number of American cities. In Oakland a man by the name
of Kelly organised the unemployed into military companies
and arranged with the railroads to provide his men with
free transportation in box-cars.

When Jack heard of General Kelly's detachment he
jumped at the chance to join the Army and go to Washing-
ton, Such an adventure was too good to resist. That he was
walking out on Flora and John London, who were in sore
need of his wages, did not deter him any more than it had
deterred him when he quit the cannery for the dubious life
and dubious income of an oyster pirate. Neither Floi*a
Wellman nor Professor Chancy had ever been adepts at
discipline or sacrifice, or sticklers for the fulfilment of moral
obligations,